SPECIFICATIONS FOR SOCIETY OF SCHOLARS PAPERS
PURPOSE OF THE PAPERS

It is with the strongest intent that we encourage inductees as well as existing members of the Society of Scholars to submit and read research papers for SOS gatherings. Advancement in the Society of Scholars is only one reason for continuing to do research and present that research to the Society. One of the foundational precepts of Oxford Graduate School is lifelong learning, thus continuing to research and write for social research in your field of study and work will not only enhance the credibility and authority of the Oxford Society of Scholars, but it will enhance and support the authority of your degree and your work.

The procedures for submitting and reading a paper are simple. The process is much like preparation for the Forum paper graduates did early in their program. For inductees who are not graduates of OGS, questions may be directed to Dr. Berryhill for more concerning the specifics. Primarily, a well documented, well written research paper that addresses an issue with documentation and expertise will be accepted. 

Papers may be read in January at the UK Scholars Forum, in June at the Society of Scholars International Forum in Dayton, or during the Library of Congress Forum in Washington D.C. 
PROCEDURES FOR SUBMITTING SOCIETY OF SCHOLARS PAPERS

· DUES:
Be sure your annual Society of Scholars dues of $100.00 are  paid. Society members must be current in his or her dues in order to be an active member in the Society of Scholars.

· ADVANCEMENT: Print the Application for Advancement form the website, fill it out, include the necessary information and fees and send that to the Dayton campus.

· PROPOSAL: Submit the proposal of your research subject to societyofscholars@ogs.edu
· SUBMIT PAPER: Whether submitting for advancement in the Society or writing a paper to read at an SOS forum, the Panel of Referees of the Society of Scholars must approve all submissions. Send papers to societyofscholars@ogs.edu  or to the physical address mentioned previously. 
· APPROVAL OF PAPERS: Please submit your paper for approval 2 months before the date you will be reading.  If you feel that you need a few more days than allowed, contact me for an extension so we will know you are busily getting your research in order. The reason for this time frame is that you will likely be asked to do some revisions as most submissions are and this allows time for those revisions.

· FORMAT: All papers must be in APA format, formal in style, proper documentations of works sited. The paper must address an important issue in the integration of religion and society and be thorough in its handling of the problem, theological principle, social issue, etc. General information written by another writer newly formatted becomes merely a review of previous work and unless something new is added to that previous material, it is not a valid research project. However, you are all authorities in your field and these works will be an accomplishment of service in your field of passion. All papers will be published by Oxford Society of Scholars in order to be used by future researchers.

REVISIONS
The following guidelines are established to maintain the quality of papers in order that we fulfill our purpose.  These standards have been approved by the Faculty and the Panel of Referees who evaluate the papers.

If changes are suggested by the panel, the paper will be returned in order that changes may be incorporated and the paper resubmitted.  Please allow adequate time for the process to occur.  
STANDARDS

Papers offered to the Society must reflect doctoral level research and writing.  Undergraduate level work will not be accepted as forum papers or for advancement only.  The following minimal standards will direct you in the submission process.
1. State the problem clearly.  If you have a theological position, indicate this at the onset, avoid evangelical clichés.  Because the Society is established to integrate your field of study with religion, the paper must attempt some form of integration.
2. Make the direction of your analysis easily understood.  There should be a logical progression of thought and adequate substantiation of concepts.
3. State why the study is important, why further research is recommended, and the possible application of your findings.
4. Present a critical analysis of the problem along with the data from a study.  Be careful not to present just any research as being supported by analysis of data.  
5. The paper should be logically constructed and clearly communicated so that readers or listeners do not need to make corrections or add to the paper’s meaning.
6. Carefully check for grammatical and spelling errors.  It is the writer’s task to edit and review the work prior to submission of the paper.  Papers with errors will be returned, after several errors are detected, for the writers rewriting and resubmission.
7. Avoid code language and jargon.  Every field of study develops its unique colloquialisms that are relatively meaningless to those outside the field.  Papers should provide adequate definitions of terms and phrases to avoid confusion and to effectively communicate.
8. All papers must include a bibliography, and the paper should provide the results of other research reviewed that supports the paper’s findings.
9. Professional research papers must follow the guidelines set forth by the Oxford Society of Scholars,   as in keeping with the APA (American Psychological Association) Style Manual.
10. Statistical analysis should be appropriate for the data.    Definitions must be included, statistical tables and related data may be placed in the appendix if limited pages are needed for the narrative.
11. Graphics and charts should be kept to a minimum and used as a part of the paper, not extra reading material.  If audio visuals are used, they should be included or described in the paper.

12.  It is important to be concise, not rambling or restating items multiple times in the paper. Remember, we must read these in 10-15 minutes allowing time for questions and response by the Society Panel as well as from the audience. Usually a paper of 10-15 pages fits this requirement.
